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North Cornwall Township 

Supervisors General Meeting 

Minutes for September 3, 2013 
 
Call to Order: 
 

The September 3, 2013 meeting of the North Cornwall Township Board of Supervisors was then called to order by 
Mr. Kelly at 7:06 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  The meeting was held at the North Cornwall 
Township Office, 320 S. 18th Street, Lebanon, PA  17042.  
 
In attendance were Kip Kelly, Chairman, Ammon Peiffer, Jr., Vice-chairman and Samuel Abram, Jr., Member, 
Robin L. Getz, Township Manager, David DiDonna, Solicitor and Jim Caldwell from Rettew Assoc.  Doug Kollmar 
from Rettew Assoc was absent as he was on vacation.  Also in attendance representing the Township were Tom 
Long, Public Works Director and Chief Todd Hirsch, North Cornwall Township Police Department. 
 
Others in attendance per the attached sign-in sheet. 
 

Public Works Director: 
 
Due to a family emergency, the board agreed to allow Mr. Long to give his reports first. 
 
-Updated on the Royal Bridge in that the quotes clearly indicated the need to bid this project as a prevailing wage 
project.  He wanted to make sure the project was legal. 
 
-Discussed having a letter sent to the 4 or 5 impacted residents suggesting the closing of the Snitz bridge.  Mr. Long 
reported he had one additional item to confirm and would then move forward with notification. 
 

Mr. Kelly made motion to advertise for a Part Time (seasonal) plow truck driver.  Mr. Abram seconded the 
motion.  Vote was unanimous. 

 
-Updated the board concerning the results of the meetings related to the Mill Street intersection.  Reported that a 
meeting will be held with the affected property owner, Pat Reb as well. It was determined that a portion of the bank 
would need to be modified to improve site distance. 
 
-Requested authorization to give a donation to the City Rec board for 30 benches from the remodeled amphitheater 
for the amount of $250.00. 
 
Marilyn Tyson informed the board that as a member of the Music in the Park board the City had no authority to sell 
the benches that were memorial benches (with plaques). 
 

Mr. Kelly made motion to pursue the purchase of benches as available in the amount of $250.00 for 30 
benches.  Mr. Peiffer seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 

 
Sewer Report: 
 

-Reported that the previous sewer repair number of $255,000.00 will now increase to $349,000.00 as a result of the 
last I & I study.  Funding of the project should be discussed during the Budget Meetings. 
 
-Reported that progress was made with resolving the DEP violation of a reported surcharge that resulted in the need 
for a CAP (corrective action plan) related to the Springwood project. 

 
Announcement of Personnel/Executive Sessions: 

 
-None 
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Presentation: 
 

Quittapahilla Watershed by Michael Schroeder who is the current vice-president of the association along with David 
Lasky, who has been an active member since 1989 with its inception were in attendance.  Mr. Schroeder projected a 
navigation of their web site which was very informative.  This presentation was the result of a news article in which 
Mr. Kelly commented on work that needed to be done in order to make a conscious effort to preserve clean water for 
this community and beyond.  Mr. Schroeder saw this prior article and wanted to be able to report on how much work 
has already been done by the association as evident by the presentation.  Both were thanked for sharing their 
informative presentation. 
 
Tom Davis asked if he had any information related to the Hazel Dike. 

 
Public Comment: 

 
Perry Hilbert, Cleona – Wanted to discuss the distribution of the proposed budget. 
 
Fred Tomco – Wants to know if the $5.00 tax was eliminated. 
 
Tom Davis, Cart Way – Wants the budget in advance of the Budget Meeting. 
 
Mike Wahmann, Wilshire Drive – Stated he has conducted research and contacted the Open Records office as to 
what constitutes a “public document” 
 
Mr. Abram commented on the dispute between him and Mr. Kelly concerning the draft budget documents that Mr. 
Kelly was preparing in advance of the Budget Meetings.  Mr. Abram acknowledged that the document Mr. Kelly 
was preparing was incomplete and that he did receive a copy of the document.  
 
Marilyn Tyson, N. Mill Street – Commented on all of the garbage along N. Mill from Walnut.  She will be cleaning 
the area along her property but wondered if we would consider an “adopt a highway” program to encourage the 
clean-up of litter.  She also commented that there is a black Mustang from the Mill Link area that is dangerous with 
their fast and erratic driving.  She also acknowledged that even though she will be the minority she appreciates and 
can only speak well of having an attorney and engineer from outside of the area.  She compared it to not allowing 
the fox to run the henhouse. 
 
Mr. Hilbert suggested getting kids to clean up the litter. 
 
Mike Dietzler, Tanglewood Court – Wanted to know why we were pursuing the Chestnut Street bridge and that it 
made no sense to waste the money to replace it. 
 
Ms. Getz noted that she had just discussed this exact subject with Mr. Abram earlier and that if the project was 
stopped, the Township would have to repay between $200,000 to $300,000 by this time in State and Federal funds 
already utilized for the project.  PennDot would be advertising the project on September 23 with an anticipated let 
date of October 28. 
 

Mr. Kelly made motion to closed public comment at 8:27PM.  Mr. Peiffer seconded the motion.  Vote was 
unanimous. 

 
Approval of Minutes: 
 

The minutes of the August 6, 2013 regular Board meeting were brought to the floor for discussion.  
 

Mr. Peiffer made motion to approve the minutes of the August 6, 2013 regular Board Meeting.  Mr. Abram 
seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 
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Treasurer’s Report: 
 
The Board reviewed expenditures totaling $413,284.30 and receipts totaling $233,160.99.  Following review of 
expenditures and receipts, the grand total of all funds was reported to be $2,792,892.19. 

 
Mr. Peiffer made motion to approve the Treasurer’s report and pay bills as presented and to file the report 
subject to audit.  Mr. Abram seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 
 

-Set Budget Meetings – Following discussion, the public budget work sessions were set at 6PM on September 17, 
October 1, October 15 and October 29.  It was noted that they will be advertised and placed on the township’s 
website accordingly. 

 
Chief of Police: 

 
-Update-hiring process – Chief Hirsch recommended approval of hiring Curtis B. Groff as a new officer beginning 
September 10.  He will be replacing a retiring officer. 
 

Mr. Kelly made motion to approve the hiring of Curtis B. Groff as recommended.  Mr. Abram seconded the 
motion.  Vote was unanimous. 

  
-Sgt. Hain attending Reconstructionist updates – Chief Hirsch reported Sgt. Hain will be attending a 3 day update 
later in September. 
 
-other training(s) to be attended by members – Several free training options have been scheduled including 2 officers 
attending an events training in October.  There is also a training in mid-December being an FBI bloodstain/shoe 
print that will cost $35.00. 
 
-monthly summary reports – provided by Chief Hirsch. 
 

Public Works Director: 
 
-Handled Previously 

 
Sewer Report: 
 

-Handled Previously 
 

Planning Commission Report: 
 
-Storm Water Ordinance – Mr. Caldwell gave an overview of this item.  Mr. Kelly expressed concern over potential 
penalty if the board adopted an ordinance that was not in compliance.  Mr. Caldwell agreed to revisit the exemption 
portion and provide alternative language.  Mr. Yeagley inquired when the deadline date was for comments and that 
he would email Mr. Caldwell directly for the timeline  

 
 -EAC recommendation at next meeting – Mr. Kelly announced 

 
Mr. Kelly announced their next meeting will be held September 25, 2013 at 7:00PM. 
 

Fire Chief/Representative 
 

-Although in attendance, Chief Nelson needed to leave prior to his report but provided the department’s information 
to the manager. 
 

Recreation Board: 
 
-No one from the Rec Board was in attendance. 
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Manager’s Report: 
 
Ms. Getz reported on the following: 
 
- Building repair 
 
-Consideration of MOU with LCCWA by next meeting & Information concerning poster contest 
 
-Update-Chestnut Street Bridge 
 
-LVEDC-Invitation to officials 

 
 -Announce next set of featured Businesses of the Week (4) by order of draw 
 

1. Prudential Homesale Services Group 
2. Lacour Painting Inc 
3. House of Hair Design Too 
4. Outer Space Storage 

 
New Business: 

 
-Action-Traffic Ordinance Adoption (#273)  
 

Mr. Kelly made motion to approve Ordinance #273.  Mr. Peiffer seconded the motion.  Vote was 
unanimous. 

 
-Action-Dog Ordinance Adoption (#274) – Mr. DiDonna reported that no comments were ever received from the 
Recreation Board concerning the Ordinance. 
 

Mr. Kelly made motion to approve Ordinance #274.  Mr. Abram seconded the motion.  Vote was 
unanimous.  

 
-Action-Reduction/Letter of Credit Fieldcrest Development – Mr. Caldwell presented this item. 
 

Mr. Kelly made motion to reduce to $102,850.00 as the new balance.  Mr. Abram seconded the motion.  
Vote was unanimous. 

 
-Action-Accept resignation of BRW Consulting by December 31, 2013. 
 

Mr. Kelly made motion to accept the resignation.  Mr. Abram seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 
 
-Action-Accept resignation of Authority Member – Ms. Getz explained that the authority wished to wait to see if 
they could find a replacement.  No letter was submitted as it was done through email to Mr. Long. 
 

Mr. Kelly made motion to accept the resignation of Barbara Randazzo.  Mr. Peiffer seconded the motion.  
Vote was unanimous. 

 
-Action-Extension of Women’s Health (to October 18)  
 

Mr. Kelly made motion to approve the extension.  Mr. Peiffer seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 
  
-Action-Approval of 2014 MMO Estimates  
 

Mr. Kelly made motion to approve both the uniform and non-uniform MMO estimates.  Mr. Peiffer 
seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 
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-Action-Approval of Resolution 2013-15; participation with CDBG grant through the County  
 

Mr. Kelly made motion to approve Resolution #2013-15.  Mr. Peiffer seconded the motion.  Vote was 
unanimous. 

  
As a result of discussion, Ms. Getz reported that, in conjunction with the Hazard Mitigation Plan through the County 
and her request to include the Hazel Dike as a multi-municipal project she has reached out to affected municipalities 
and would like to do the same with the affected residents of the township to look for funding sources.  Mr. Abram 
was concerned that she was not providing enough time with a meeting date of September 19.  Mike Wahmann 
disagreed and he along with his wife volunteered to assist with notifying those residents.   
 

Mr. Kelly made motion to authorize Ms. Getz to continue efforts in looking for funding streams to secure 
the dollars necessary to mitigate this flooding enhancer.  Mr. Peiffer seconded the motion.  Vote was 
unanimous. 

 
Old Business: 
 

- Action (Standing Item/Status Report)-Release/Reduction Letter of Credit for Creekside-update from staff level 
meeting – Mr. DiDonna reported that the streets in Creekside were not accepted by the Township as Classic 
Communities was unable to offer the Township completed roads/improvements in time for the Township to apply 
for Liquid Fuels Credits.   
 

Plan Briefings: 
 

-None 
 

Engineer’s Report: 
 

-any updates not previously discussed – Mr. Caldwell reported that they have been very involved with Creekside, 
obtaining the Royal Road permit and he also provided, for review, a list of items to consider with modifying the 
Zoning Ordinance. 
 
Mr. Kelly inquired as to the status of the regional comp plan and establishing shared land use as well.  He thought 
that important if we were reopening the zoning ordinance.  Ms. Getz was requested to get additional information 
related to this item. 

 
Solicitor’s Report: 

 
-Creekside item(s) – Mr. DiDonna requested the authorization to continue to interface with Creekside so that the 
streets/improvements to be offered for dedication this year are completed by next year and that a plan is put in place 
early for the completion and offer of the remaining streets/improvements.  The board collectively gave that 
authority. 
 
-any open items or updates – Mr. DiDonna reported that he, along with Ms. Getz and Mr. Long has made numerous 
attempts to involve the Rec Board with the park ordinances including the pending rules and without much success. 
 
Mr. Peiffer commented that we have requested their meeting minutes numerous times for over two years and have 
not seen them. 
 
Mr. Kelly felt it very important to have the rec board weigh in on what is going on at the parks and as a result 
instructed Ms. Getz to follow through with them with their concerns; however Mr. Abram volunteered to take care 
of this item as he runs into Brian Deiderick on a regular basis. 
 
Mr. DiDonna updated the board on the EIT litigation and explained that the Underpaids’ Counsel had filed 
discovery requests against the Overpaids and that he expected the Overpaids to file discovery on the Underpaids 
shortly.   
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Supervisor’s Report: 

 
Sam Abram, Member – Mr. Abram relayed that he has had some interaction with the employees concerning their 
pension and has set a meeting as a result.  There was discussion as to the authority to set a meeting.  Mr. Abram 
relayed that he had gone through the chief and manager.  The manager reported that she was in the process of 
getting information together for the meeting as she would be absent due to a personal appointment.  The majority 
was not supportive of moving forward with the meeting in the manager’s absence.  Ms. Getz relayed that Mr. Abram 
had already requested she be available by phone on that date/time. 
 
Further, Mr. Abram wished to reactivate the pension plan board.  There was discussion concerning the extent of 
their involvement in view of the fact that we are already paying a consultant and an investor to make sure things are 
as they should be.  There was no clear plan concerning the dynamics of this boards function at this time. 
 
Mr. Abram reported that he has not had time to re-evaluate the fees and process for zoning and building permits but 
would be working on it shortly.  He also felt it was the perfect time in view of Mr. Wagner’s resignation to work on 
some other options he has in mind which he will work directly with the manager on.  He inquired if the manager had 
made contact with the County as of yet, to which there was an affirmative along with an additional option. 
 
Kip Kelly, Chairman – Mr. Kelly expressed concern at the continuing accusations of not being transparent.  He feels 
that as the treasurer he has been nothing but transparent.  He also believes that where the budget is concerned being 
fair to the employees is necessary with employee related items and part of that is not to put them in the public until 
they are determined.  He felt that is fairness, not a lack of transparency.  He was glad people feel it is important and 
closed by stating that when he was elected it was to be a good representative to the residents and that is what guides 
him in his decision making process to this day. 
 

Standing Reports: 

The Zoning Officer’s report was posted on our website. 
 

Adjournment:   
 

Mr. Kelly moved to adjourn at 9:54PM.  Mr. Peiffer seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Robin L. Getz 
Secretary 
 
slw 
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